
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  KENT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Thursday, May 12, 2016   

Administration Building - Room 310 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Meeting called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair James R. Saalfeld.  
 
Present: Commissioners Antor, Bolter, Brieve, Chivis, Bulkowski, Hennessy, Jones,  

Kallman, Koorndyk, Mast, Morgan, Ponstein, Shroll, Stek, Talen, Vander Molen, 
                          Vonk, Voorhees, Chair Saalfeld - 19.   
 
Absent: None.   
 
Invocation: Commissioner Mast gave the invocation.   The Pledge of Allegiance followed.       
 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
2016 Financial Overview 
Steve Duarte, Fiscal Services Director, reviewed the 2016 Financial Overview (copy of which is on 
file in the Office of the County Clerk and at www.accesskent.com).    The Financial Overview is  
used when meeting with the bonding agencies to convey a message of sustainable economic 
health for both the community and Kent County as an organization.   The County has retained its 
AAA Bond Rating.   
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
1.  Peter D’Arienzo, CEO, John Ball Zoo – Supports putting the John Ball Zoo and Grand Rapids 
Public Museum millage request on the November ballot.    The 10-year millage, if approved, would 
cost approximately $37.00 per year for a home with an SEV of $100,000.    
 
2.  Dale Robertson, President – Grand Rapids Public Museum – Supports putting the John Ball Zoo 
and Grand Rapids Public Museum millage request on the November ballot.   The millage would 
support the two cultural institutions which together host 800,000 visitors a year.    
  
3.  Michael Farage, 226 Youell Avenue SE, Grand Rapids – Opposes the Board approving the John 
Ball Zoo and Grand Rapids Public Museum millage on the November ballot.   He asked if the Board 
is here just to ok any request that comes before it.   

 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 
a) Approval of the Minutes of April 28, 2016, Meeting     

 
b) May 3, 2016, Finance Committee Meeting Minutes   

(Reports of Claims and Allowances)    
 
 
 

http://www.accesskent.com/
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c) Resolutions:   
 
5-12-16-34 – NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AND CITY HEALTH OFFICIALS – LESSONS IN  
                        INFECTION CONTROL INITIATIVE / HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
                        
 WHEREAS, the Health Department has received notice from the National 
Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) that funding of $25,000 is available to 
strengthen local surveillance and prevention of Carbapenam-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), 
a hospital-acquired infection of growing concern and prevalence; and 
  WHEREAS, the Health Department will create a West Michigan CRE Prevention 
Coalition that includes representatives from the five acute care hospitals, representatives from 
Long Term Acute Care and Long Term Care facilities, staff from the Ottawa County Health 
Department, and the coordinator of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) CRE Surveillance and Prevention Initiative; and 
 WHEREAS, the grant activities include: (1) facilitating the newly-created West 
Michigan CRE Prevention Coalition; (2) addressing gaps in local education, awareness and 
communication around CRE; (3) assessing long term care facilities for current prevention 
practices; (4) preparing two Health Department employees for certification in the Infection 
Control Exam; and 
 WHEREAS, the term of the grant is April 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016; and 
 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee for approval by the Board of Commissioners. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby 
accepts and appropriates $25,000 in funding from the National Association of County and City 
Health Officials to the 2016 Health Fund Budget; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chair is authorized to execute the grant 
agreement and approve grant extensions and changes, within 15 percent of the original award. 
 
5-12-16-35 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOL – GERALD R. FORD INTERNATIONAL  
                        AIRPORT AUTHORITY / TREASURER  
 
 WHEREAS, the County Treasurer, pursuant to Board Resolution 7-85-107, has 
established a Local Government Investment Pool. Local units of government may contract with 
the Treasurer to participate in the Investment Pool, and take advantage of pooled investments 
that could lead to increased investment proceeds and potential administrative costs savings; and 
  WHEREAS, the Gerald R. Ford International Airport Authority is requesting to 
contract with the Treasurer to participate in the Investment Pool; and 
 WHEREAS, the County Treasurer concurs with this action; and 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement has been reviewed and approved as to form by 
Corporate Counsel; and 
 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee for approval by the Board of Commissioners. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby 
authorizes the County Treasurer to enter into a contract with the Gerald R. Ford International 
Airport Authority to participate in the Local Government Investment Pool. 

 
5-12-16-36 – AMENDMENT TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND BUDGETING CONTRACT  
                        (CPBC) FOR FY 2016 / HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
 
 WHEREAS, the Health Department has received notice from the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) that additional grant funds are available 
through the Comprehensive Planning and Budgeting Contract (CPBC) agreement for certain  
programs; and 
  WHEREAS, additional funding is available as follows: Regional Perinatal Care System 
funding $150,000, HIV Prevention funding $20,000, TB Control funding $2,200, and West Nile 
Virus funding $6,000; and 
 WHEREAS, the Regional Perinatal Care System will work with key staff from nine 
local health departments that are part of the State of Michigan’s Prosperity Region 4, as well as 
key partners from the region’s birthing hospitals and agencies involved in early childhood efforts. 
The goal of this group is to complete a comprehensive assessment report of infant mortality 
throughout the region and complete a work plan that includes recommendations for system 
improvements; and 
 WHEREAS, $35,000 in grant funds will be used to hire a consultant with infant 
mortality expertise to assist with data collection, facilitating meetings, and preparing the work 
plan. Costs related to convening a summit in June and September are $7,500. In addition, nine 
health departments will receive $9,500 each for their participation ($85,500). Indirect costs are 
$22,000; and 
 WHEREAS, the additional $28,200 will help intensify HIV prevention efforts, 
increase TB services through the Direct Observation Therapy program, and strengthen West Nile 
prevention efforts; and  
 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee for approval by the Board of Commissioners. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby 
accepts and appropriates $178,200 in additional funding from the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services to the 2016 Health Fund Budget; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chair is authorized to execute the grant 
agreement and approve grant extensions and changes, within 15 percent of the original award. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mast, seconded by Commissioner Kallman, that the Consent Agenda 
items be approved.   
Motion carried:         
Yeas:    Antor, Bolter, Brieve, Bulkowski, Chivis, Hennessy, Jones, Kallman, Koorndyk, Mast,  
             Morgan, Ponstein, Shroll, Stek, Talen, Vander Molen, Vonk, Voorhees, Chair Saalfeld – 19.  
Nays:   0.   
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
5-12-16-37 – JOHN BALL ZOO AND GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM MILLAGE REQUEST / BOARD  
                        OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
 WHEREAS, the John Ball Zoo, Inc. and Grand Rapids Public Museum have submitted 
a joint request for consideration of a 0.44 mill, property tax levy, the proceeds of which would be 
split equally between the two entities and used by each organization to fund operations and 
capital projects. The length of the proposed levy is 10 years (2016 through 2025); and 
  WHEREAS, the proposed millage would cost the owner of a home with a taxable of 
$85,000 (median home value in Kent County) $37.40 per year; and 
 WHEREAS, the request was reviewed by Administrative staff to ensure compliance 
with the Board’s Millage Request Policy and State statute; and 
 WHEREAS, the request was reviewed and recommended to be placed on the 
November 2016 General Election Ballot by the Millage Subcommittee (Commissioners Dan 
Koorndyk, Emily Brieve, Carol Hennessy, Ted Vonk, and Harold Voorhees); and 
 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee and the Legislative and Human Resources Committee for approval 
by the Board of Commissioners. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby 
determines to submit a ballot question to County voters at the November 8, 2016 election in 
accordance with Section 6 of Article 9 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, Michigan Election 
Law (Act No. 116 of Public Acts of 1954 as amended, MCL 168.1 et seq.) and the Property Tax 
Limitation Act (Act No. 62 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended, MCL211.201 et seq.) to approve 
increasing the total limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed on all taxable 
property for a period of 10 years from 2016 through 2025 to be allocated equally between John 
Ball Zoo, Inc. and the Grand Rapids Public Museum to provide sustainable funding for operations 
and capital improvements; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby certifies to the 
Kent County Clerk the ballot language on the attached Exhibit A for submission to the Kent County 
electorate on the November 8, 2016 general Election ballot.  
 

Motion by Commissioner Hennessy, seconded by Commissioner Voorhees, that the  resolution be 
adopted.      
Motion carried:         
Yeas:    Brieve, Bulkowski, Chivis, Hennessy, Jones, Koorndyk, Mast, Morgan, Shroll, Stek, Talen,  
             Vander Molen, Vonk, Voorhees, Chair Saalfeld – 15.  
Nays:   Antor, Bolter, Kallman, Ponstein - 4.   
 
 
 
 
 



Board of Commission Minutes 
May 12, 2016 
Page 5  
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

 
JOHN BALL ZOO AND GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM MILLAGE 

 
For the purpose of establishing dedicated funding for the care of animals and artifacts, repair and 
improvement of exhibits, and providing enhanced educational programs, shall the total limitation 
on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all taxable property in Kent County be 
increased by 0.44 mill ($0.44 on each $1,000 of taxable value) on all Real and Personal Property 
subject to taxation for the period 2016 through 2025, inclusive, which would be allocated equally 
to the John Ball Zoo and the Grand Rapids Public Museum? The amount raised by the levy in the 
first year is estimated at $9,292,644. 
 
To the extent permitted by law, a portion of the revenues from this millage will be captured by 
local authorities for authorized purposes. The total amount of captured tax increment revenues 
from such millage in the first calendar year of the levy is estimated at $414,070.26.  The tax 
increment authorities in Kent County, capturing a portion of this tax levy, include the following: 
the Downtown Development Authorities of the Cities of Cedar Springs, Grand Rapids, Grandville, 
Lowell, Rockford, Walker, and Wyoming, the Charter Township of Cascade, and the Villages of 
Kent City and Sparta; the Brownfield Redevelopment Authorities of Grand Rapids, Grandville, 
Kentwood, Rockford, Walker, Wyoming; and the Monroe North Tax Increment Financing 
Authority and SmartZone Local Development Finance Authorities of the City of Grand Rapids.   

 
YES [  ] 
NO [  ] 
 
 
5-12-16-38 – AUTHORIZATION OF A SUMMER 2016 (JULY 1, 2016) GENERAL OPERATING   
                        PROPERTY TAX LEVY / BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS / FISCAL SERVICES  
 

  WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 141.412 and 141.413 a notice of a public hearing 
concerning the 2016 County Budget was published in a newspaper of general circulation on 
October 25, 2015, and a public hearing concerning the budget was held on November 5, 2015; and  

  WHEREAS, the Kent County Board of Commissioners adopted a Fiscal Year 2016 
Appropriation Resolution on November 19, 2015; and 

  WHEREAS, the 2016 budget as adopted requires the levy of 4.2803 mills for general 
operating purposes to be authorized for the 2016 summer tax billing which has a tax levy date of 
July 1, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, funds derived from the levy of this millage will be utilized to support the 
previously adopted Fiscal Year 2016 General Operating purposes; and 

 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee for approval by the Board of Commissioners. 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kent County Board of Commissioners 
hereby certifies a July 1, 2016, levy of taxation of 4.2803 mills for general operating purposes for 
the County of Kent and the County Clerk is directed to provide City/Township Treasurers with a 
certified copy of this resolution. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Morgan, seconded by Commissioner Koorndyk, that the resolution be 
adopted. 
Motion carried:         
Yeas:    Antor, Bolter, Brieve, Bulkowski, Chivis, Hennessy, Jones, Kallman, Koorndyk, Mast,  
             Morgan, Ponstein, Shroll, Stek, Talen, Vander Molen, Vonk, Voorhees, Chair Saalfeld – 19.  
Nays:   0.   
 
5-12-16-39 – PROJECT AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 27.4 ACRES TO EXPAND MILLENNIUM  
                        PARK / PARKS DEPARTMENT  
 
 WHEREAS, through Resolution 3-26-15-26, the Board of Commissioners approved 
submittal of a grant request to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Trust Fund 
seeking funding to acquire 27.4 acres of land adjacent to Millennium Park; and 
  WHEREAS, the DNR has awarded a Trust Fund grant (TF15-0147) to the County to 
cover up to 60 percent ($276,000) of the cost of the acquisition, estimated at $460,000; and 
 WHEREAS, the DNR requires a resolution from the County accepting the terms in 
the Project Agreement, including the appropriation of required funds; and 
 WHEREAS, the final purchase price will be determined using the DNR appraisal 
process, as required by the grant. An Action Request to authorize the purchase will be brought 
back to the Board of Commissioners when this process is complete; and 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement has been reviewed and approved as to form by 
Corporate Counsel; and 
 WHEREAS, this item has been reviewed and recommended by the Finance and 
Physical Resources Committee for approval by the Board of Commissioners.   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby 
approves the Land Acquisition Project Agreement as provided by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources for the acquisition of 27.4 acres to expand Millennium Park, and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board creates the Millennium Park Expansion 
Project in the Capital Improvement Fund, and appropriate $460,000 ($276,000 from the State of 
Michigan and $184,000 from other sources) to the project. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Voorhees, seconded by Commissioner Koorndyk, that the resolution be 
adopted.   
Motion carried:          
Yeas:    Antor, Bolter, Brieve, Bulkowski, Chivis, Hennessy, Jones, Kallman, Koorndyk, Mast,  
             Morgan, Ponstein, Shroll, Stek, Talen, Vander Molen, Vonk, Voorhees, Chair Saalfeld – 19.  
Nays:   0.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
There was no public comment.  
 

REPORTS  
 
Grand Rapids Downtown Development Authority  
Commissioner Talen:  The Downtown Development Authority met yesterday and approved its 5-
year priority plan which will go to the Grand Rapids City Commission.   The DDA also consented to 
use tax dollars to support a development project along the Grand River north of the Sixth Street 
Dam.  
 
Gerald R. Ford International Airport  
Commissioner Morgan:  An Airport employee meeting was held regarding the transition 
scheduled for July 1, 2016.  
   

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Millage Requests 
Commissioner Antor:  We need to figure out a way where the people who vote on critical issues 
actually bear the consequence.   We may have to work with our legislators.   
 
Recycling Facility 
Commissioner Ponstein:   At the recent Legislative & Human Resources Committee meeting the  
Department of Public Works reported on the need to increase recycling revenues due to the drop 
in commodity prices.    This is another lesson on how we cannot predict the future.   Kent County 
is on track because we have policies in place.    
 
Sheriff Department’s Annual Awards Ceremony 
Commissioner Jones:   Attended the Sheriff Department’s Annual Award Ceremony honoring 
deputies and civilians for their contributions to public safety up to, and including, saving lives.   
She thanked the Sheriff Department for recognizing these individuals.   
 
West Michigan Sports Commission   
Commissioner Voorhees:   The annual West Michigan Sports Commission luncheon, with guest 
speaker Kirk Gibson, was held on Wednesday, May 5.   Commissioner Vander Molen received the 
Peter F. Secchia Founders Award for his work on the West Michigan Sports Commission.     
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ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 9:57 a.m., Commissioner Mast moved to adjourn, subject to the call of the Chair, and to Thursday, 
May 26, 2016, Room 310, County Administration Building, at 8:30 a.m., for an Official Meeting.   
Seconded by Commissioner Kallman.    Motion carried.         
 
 
 
 
___________________________________               ____________________________________ 
James R. Saalfeld, Chair            Mary Hollinrake, County Clerk  


